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Letter from the President ñ Jon Skiller 

Once again two very successful summer shows.  Thanks to the secretary, Anita for her very     

professional organisation of both events.  Also to Bear, Tracey, Barbara and Paula for their 

contributions to the food stall at the December 08 twilight show. 

 

Congratulations to Priscilla and all who contributed to the production of òThe Hunteró.  We have 

received very positive feedback.  We are still asking members to keep contributing articles. 

 

Four hound specialists for the remaining shows for 2009.  SO Iõm asking all members to support these judges and give them 

the entry they deserve.  Donõt go interstate this October, stay in the ACT.  You may be pleasantly surprised. 

 

We are all very proud of the way Mel Buckley has put hounds into the big winners circle here and interstate.  Mel is one of 

the nicest people in the dog world. They say abundance creates its own energetic momentum.  Mel has given her time, knowl-

edge frequently and without pressure.  Over the years I have known her, Melõs reputation grows as someone who can be 

trusted and who is generous. 

Stay enthusiastic and positive! 

Happy Showing, chow 

Jon Skiller 

Hound Club of the ACT President. 
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Letter from the editor - Priscilla Hickie 

We made it through Summer, Christmas and Easter.  Now comes the notorious Canberra winter. Crisp frost bitten mornings 

trying to convince our loved four legged friends thatõs itõs a good idea to  run around a ring on a 2 degree morning.   

Without the brightly colored jackets!!!  Aaaahhhhh the joys of the show world.  We hope you get some laughs from this 

edition of the newsletter to keep you warm.  We cover a variety of hound news and stories and welcome a brand new 

section on page 18 where you could win a Borders gift voucher in: òHounds of the Rich and Famousó.   

Happy Reading!      

Letter from the sub editors; Kikongo Basenji's:  

As with most good basenjiõs,  our friends from around Australia have started their annual season.  We have decided to 

hold off, you know, fashionably late!!!  We have also decided that a new class should be introduced to all Canberra win-

ter showsé..Best Coat.  No not our fur coat, our winter fancy fleece coat.  We know the whippets will back us up on that 

idea!  

Yodels!!! 

 

Please feel free to email the editor with any photosõ, funny stories, or just for the sheer sake of bragging about your dogs 

latest win!  Kikongo.basenji@optusnet.com.au 
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Introducing.......  

Club Secretary ñAnita Langford  

"Anita with her first Saluki Lucy, who has retired from the 
show ring and is now responsible for couch guarding duties"  

I came to dogs and dog shows later than most after my partner 
purchased an Afghan Hound as a companion 6 years ago.  I fell 
in love with the sighthound temperament but not with the Afghan 
coat care requirements.  I decided instead on a Saluki and      
purchased my first Saluki as a companion in 2004.  An           
experienced retired Saluki breeder saw her one day and said 
"you could show her you know, she's nice".  Not long after an 
Afghan breeder friend said the same thing.  I rang up the breeder 
of my Saluki and asked her what she thought. She asked for 
some photos then gave her OK and her encouragement. Not 
long after I caught the show bug and the rest is history! 

 
A little while later I was at the Hound Club AGM in 2006, when 
Ken and Thelma retired from the President and Secretary roles 
after a long stint ably looking after the club.  "How hard is it to be 
a Secretary?" I naively asked, and my fate was sealed.   
 
If you are new to dog showing and get an opportunity to serve on 
a club committee - go for it!  Donôt be put off by your                
inexperience, there is only one way to get experience and that is 
to have a go. You will learn a lot, find new mentors, make new 
friends and develop new skills.  The Hound Club is looking     
particularly for ACT resident committee members, so stay tuned 
for details of the AGM in August. 



1. How long have you been involved in showing Afghan Hounds?  
I have been showing Afghans for 41 years. Yvonne since we married in 
1993. When I first started the clubs had to employ a single judge to judge the 
breed. You could get anything up to 200 + dogs at an all breeds show. Spe-
cialties would get an entry of 400-500.  
 
2. Where does the breed come from?  
The breed comes from Afghanistan. Hence the name. 
  
3. Tell us about the breed.  
The Afghan hound is a Sighthound. The Afghan Hound is tall, standing 27 to 
29 inches (63-74 cm) in height for dogs and bitches 2 to 3 inches smaller. 
The coat may be any colour, but white markings, particularly on the head, 
are discouraged; some hounds have a black mask. Some dogs have facial 
hair that looks like a Manchu moustache that are called "mandarins." The 
long, fine-textured coat requires considerable care and grooming. The long 

topknot and the shorter-haired saddle on the back in the mature dog are distinctive 
features of the Afghan Hound coat. The hipbones and unique small ring on the end 
of the tail are also characteristics of the breed. 
Afghan Hounds should be hand stripped and the saddle coat and neck patches 
should never be shaved. 
 
 4. What is the best part of your breed?  
Living with an Afghan Hound is a challenge but I wouldnôt have it any other way. 
Each one is an individual. They are self thinkers and independent. But they can also 
be loving and a great companion. 
  
5. Whatôs the worst part of your breed?   
 The grooming. 
 
6. How many do you own?  
At the moment we have 6 bitches at home. 3 of them are over 10 years of age.  
  
7. Any litterôs planned?  

Yes. We have a number of litters planned over the next couple of years. 
  
8. Whatôs your best show experience?  
Our first all breeds Best in Show was great but the best was our first Specialty 
Best in Show with a home bred dog. 
  
9. Whatôs the worst show experience?  
Many years ago there was a Specialty held at a High School in Baulkham Hills. It 
rained for several days before the show and we showed in mud up to our ankles. 
The dogs were covered in mud. It was disgusting. 
 
10. If you couldnôt have an Afghan, what breed would you have?  
I wanted a Doberman. When I was 15 years old I asked my father if I could have a 
Doberman and he said no. I have always loved the breed so that would probably 
be my first choice. The other breed I love are Whippets but we already have one.  
 

11. Whatôs your funniest show experience?  

My funniest show experience is called ñKelseyò. She has been an experience. I 
have been in this breed for 41 years and have never experienced an Afghan quite 
like her. Her antics have been a source of comedy not just for us but for others as 

well. Fortunately she has grown up but can still have her ñmomentsò. 

SATANG AFGHANSñRay and Yvonne Barter 
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òLIVING WITH 

AN AFGHAN IS 

A CHALLENGE, 

BUT I WOULDNõT 

HAVE IT AN 

OTHER WAYó  

Kane" 
Gr Ch Satang Never Say Never  

Aust Ch Satang Tophat N Tails 

Photo taken on a  recent trip to 

India 2009 



 

SATANG started 14 years ago when Yvonne and I met and married. I 

started with my first Afghan at the tender age of 15 years.  

 

I have now had over 38 years involvement in this wonderful breed and 

I am currently a qualified Hound Group judge.  

 

Since the start of SATANG Yvonne and I have bred 28 Champions and 

three Grand Champions with a number going on to be Multiple Best in 

Show winners. 

We have bred some wonderful dogs. Our current star, Gr Ch Satang 

Never Say Never - "KANE" (pictured) has 41 Best in Shows.  

 

At SATANG we don't breed often but we are very careful about what 

we do and plan to breed for type and soundness.  

 

 
 
 
 

Satang Afghans 
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ñKelseyò 
Aust Ch Keewest Kowgirl 
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Aust Ch Satang Now or Never 

 


